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Report from APPG Co-chairs

Our parliamentary group has made an outstanding team effort this year to
publicly advocate for the importance of combating the sexual exploitation of
minors. | am grateful to be supported by my fellow APPG co-chairs in promoting
Bill S-216, the Modern Slavery Act, which is moving forward in the Senate and in
the public eye.

JULIE MIVILLE-DECHENE — Independent Senators Group
Independent Senator for Quebec

| am grateful to be supported by my fellow APPG Co-Chairs in promoting S-216,
The Modern Slavery Act, which is moving forward in the Senate and the public eye
by dint of the hard work of Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne. Congratulations to the
outstanding team which has also brought to public and parliamentary attention
the issue of sexual exploitation of women and children, and human trafficking.

JOHN MCKAY — Liberal Party
Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Guildwood

Wow. It has been a busy and successful year for the APPG. Trafficking and
exploitation didn't stop and neither did we. While a great deal of uncertainty still
exists, | am proud of how the APPG never got distracted and continued to press
on. Big highlight for me was securing official recognition in Parliament of Canada’s
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day this year. The APPG is making a
difference in the fight against human trafficking in Canada and abroad and | look
forward to continuing our work in this new Parliament to advance solutions.

ARNOLD VIERSEN — Conservative Party
Member of Parliament for Peace River — Westlock

As Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee on the Status of Women, it will always
be very important for me to represent the issues of human trafficking and modern
slavery on my committee. The work done by the all-party group is important
because the end of the current pandemic will not stop this problem and we will
have to continue to be proactive in order to propose solutions for this problem
that is unfortunately still far too present in our societies.

ANDREANNE LAROUCHE - Bloc Québécois
Member of Parliament for Shefford




Partnership with the International Justice and Human Rights Clinic

The activities of the APPG to End Modern Slavery are supported by a partnership with the
Allard School of Law’s International Justice and Human Rights Clinic at the University of British
Columbia.

The Allard International Justice and Human Rights Clinic gives upper-year law students at the
Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia, the opportunity to work on
pressing human rights and global justice concerns through hands-on work on international
cases and projects. Students gain experience applying international human rights law,
international criminal law and/or international humanitarian law working on specific cases with
a range of international justice organizations, including international criminal courts and
tribunals, United Nations human rights bodies and international non-governmental
organizations. The clinic also works with Canadian domestic bodies concerned with human
rights issues. Students clinicians join the clinic for two consecutive academic terms, receiving
credit towards their law degree.

Anti-human trafficking work has been a central focus of the IJHR Clinic’s work since its inception
in 2014. The Clinic Director has researched and written on human trafficking laws and policies
since 20009.

NICOLE A. BARRETT — Director
International Justice and Human Rights Clinic
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Purpose of the APPG to End Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking

The End Modern Slavery Group shall:

1. Ensure that the Government of Canada does all that it can to prevent and protect
civilian populations from modern slavery, increase prosecution of traffickers, and build
partnerships with various organizations;

2. Increase the flow of information and analysis to Parliamentarians about modern slavery;

3. Promote understanding of the importance of long-term approaches to prevention of
slavery; and

4. Engage in communication and collaboration with like-minded bodies in civil society and
other Parliaments in order to:

a. Exchange information about strategies for the prevention of modern slavery;

b. Work in conjunction with the United Nations Special Advisor to Fight Human
Trafficking, the International Criminal Court, and other organizations working in
the field of slavery prevention.



2020-2021 Membership

Kim Pate Senator ISG

Colin Carrie MP Conservative
Bev Busson Senator ISG

Tom Kmiec MP Conservative
Elizabeth May MP Green

Judy Sgro MP Liberal
Rachael Harder MP Conservative
Salma Ataullahjan Senator Conservative
Yvonne Boyer Senator ISG

Ratna Omidvar Senator ISG

Michael Barrett MP CPC

Tako van Popta MP Conservative
Pierre-Hugues Boisvenu Senator Conservative
Ziad Aboultaif MP Conservative
Nancy Hartling Senator ISG

Tony Loffreda Senator ISG

Nelly Shin MP Conservative
Julie Miville-Dechéne Senator ISG
Andréanne Larouche MP BQ

Kate Young MP Liberal
Karen Vecchio MP Conservative
Garnett Genuis MP Conservative
Rosmarie Falk MP Conservative
Gerald Soroka MP Conservative
Wanda Thomas | Bernard Senator ISG

Tamara Jansen MP Conservative
Ted Falk MP Conservative
Kerry Diotte MP Conservative
Daniel Christmas Senator ISG

Kelly Block MP Conservative
John McKay MP Liberal

Jasraj S Hallan MP Conservative
Arnold Viersen MP Conservative
Marilou McPhedran Senator ISG

Patti LaBoucane-Benson | Senator Non-affiliated
Igra Khalid MP Liberal
Heather McPherson MP NDP

Sameer Zuberi MP Liberal




2020-2021 Activities
AGM - May 2020

Due to the impact of Covid-19, the APPG did not hold an in-person AGM last year. APPG members
agreed to have the APPG co-chairs and budget approved through an electronic affirmation. This was
completed during the month of May.

New APPG Co-Chairs Announced — June 8, 2020
On June 8, the APPG announced the unanimous appointment of its four co-chairs for the 43rd
Parliament: Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne (Independent Senators Group) and MPs Andréanne Larouche

(Bloc Québécois), John McKay (Liberal Party) and Arnold Viersen (Conservative Party).

The APPG also highlighted the introduction of Bill S-211 in February 2020. This Senate private bill,
introduced by Co-chair Senator Miville-Dechéne, would combat modern slavery.

All-Party Parliamentary Groupe parlementaire
Group to End Modemn multipartite de lutte contre
Slavery and Human l'esclavage modermne et la
Trafficking traite des personnes

“l am pleased to have been able to join the APPG as Acting Co-Chair in early 2020. The
teamwaork between the co-chairs gave me significant suppart when tabling the Modern Stavery
Act in the Senate. We were also able ta make our critical vaice heard on the excesses of
parnographic platforms on the Internet, particularly with regard to illegal content involving the

All-Party Parliamentary Group Announces New
Executive and Continues Its Work To End Modern Slavery

June 8, 2020
For Immediate Release

OTTAWA, ON - Taday, the All-Party Parliamentary Group ta End Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
(APPG| released its 2019-2020 annual report and announced the unanimous appaintment of its four co-
«chairs for the 43rd Parliament: Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne (Independent Senators Group) and MPs.
Andréanne Larouche {Bloc Québécois), John McKay (Liberal Party) and Amold Viersen (Conservative
Party).

The pandemic and the global erisis it sparked have increased the urgency of combatting modern slavery,
2 growing evil around the world. For the past two years, this cause has been the focus of the APPG,
whose current members for 2020-2021 include 32 MPs and senators from the Liberal, Conservative,
Bloc, and Green parties as well as the Independent Senators Group.

The APPG aims to change laws and increase awareness in arder to halt the explaitation of the 25 millian
men, women and children trapped in forced labour. We cannot look away any longer!

To that end, the APPG supported the introduction of Bill 5-211 in February. This Senate private bill,
introduced by Senator Miville-Dechéne, would combat modern slavery. It has reached second reading
and has already garnered significant support. The bill would require large companies deing business in
‘Canada to publish annual reports on their efforts to prevent or reduce forced labour and child labour in
their global supply chains. Itis high time that Canadian consumers know what is hiding behind the
products they buy at low prices. In 2017, World Vision estimated that over 1,200 Canadian companies
were importing goods that may have been made using forced labour. The APPG will continue working to
secure mare support for this bill to address Canada's unacceptable failure in this area.

The APPG also organized 2 number of events in 2019-2020 to raise awareness about this issue and, in
particular, to call out the impacts of sexual exploitation and trafficking in Canada. Survivors of
prostitution came to Ottawa to discuss the roots, consequences and ways out of this prablem, which is
destroying lives in every region of the country.

After twa years in existence, the APPG’s non-partisan work is starting to be better known both here and
abroad, including in the United Kingdom, where the group’s initiatives are highlighted in the handbook.

Legiclating egainst Medern Slavery, Human Trafficking and Ferced Labour,

|

Office of Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne
613-943-4780
julie. miville-dechene@sen.parl.gc.ca

Office of Andréanne Larouche, MP
613-995-2532
Andreanne.larouche@parl.gc.ca

sexual exploitation of children.”
=Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne, Co-Chair of the APPG

“As new Co-Chair, | am very pleased to jain the APPG to combat sexual exploitation. | will make
a point of rigarously debating the Modern Slavery Act. At the invitation of the APPG, | have
already had the oppartunity to hear y from survivors of p and will do
everything in my power to enrich and deepen discussions on this issue, which should nat exist in
2020."

—Andréanne Larouche, MP for Shefford, Co-Chair of the APPG

“Slavery and human trafficking are not partisan issues. Canadians would be shocked to
know that these human rights abuses continue to this day, and that Canada is net immune. |
am pleased to serve as Co-Chair for the APPG and appreciate my Parliamentary colleagues
who are willing to put politics aside to work together to tackle this very serious issue.”

—The Honourable John Mckay, PC, MP for Scarborough-Guildwood, Co-Chair of the APPG

“Over the past year, the APPG has worked with colleagues in both Houses to raise awareness
about human trafficking and advance solutions. The APPG is making a difference in the fight
against human trafficking in Canada and abroad and | look forward to continuing our work in
this new Parliament.”

—Arnald Viersen, MP for Peace River-Westlock, Co-Chair of the APPG

For more Information:

Office of the Honourable John McKay, PC, MP
613-992-1447
John.McKay@parl ge.ca

Office of Arnold Viersen, MP
613-996-1783
Arnold.Viersen.a2 @parl.gc.ca

APPG Co-Chair Meetings — Year-Round

The APPG co-chairs met by Zoom monthly over the
past year to coordinate group activities and efforts
to advance anti-trafficking legislation in Parliament.




Regular News Updates — Year-Round

The APPG to End Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking, sends regular updates to its members on
human trafficking including a Monthly Media Scan and the latest data and reports on human trafficking.

Date Location Province Article
1-Jun NS The summer of fear: How a wanted man preyed on children
3-lun Canada Police co-ordination still lacking a year after inquiry report on missing and murdered Indigenous women
3-Jun Ottawa ON Federal delay of MMIWG action plan sparks dismay ahead of inquiry anniversary
3-Jun High Level AB High Level REMP lay drug and human trafficking charges following series of arrests
3-lun La Crete AB La Crete man charged with human trafficking of a minor
4-Jun Grande Prairie AB Faith column: Learning about human trafficking
11-Jun Truro NS Advocates say youth shelter in Truro would protect teens from human traffickin,
11-Jun Vancouver BC Two pimps, claiming ex-Vancouver cop tainted their convictions, get bail pending appeals
11-Jun Terento ON HUNTER: Women breaking the glass ceiling in sex traffickin
11-Jun Montreal Qac Plus d'un million de signataires réclament la fermeture de Pornhub
12-Jun Toronto ON Toronto police officer charged in underage sex trafficking investigation
12-Jun Meontreal Qc Festival Grand Prix Formule 1: silence radio sur la rue Cre t
13-lun Vancouver BC Une victime dénonce la libération sous caution de ses proxénétes
13-Jun Vancouver BC Victim of Vancouver pimps denounces decision to release them on bail as 'nonsense
15-Jun QC & ON Probe into death of sex worker suspended due to pandemic, say Correctional Service officials
15-Jun MB Peter Nygard companies seek Manitoba court order preventing receiver from providing privileged documents
15-Jun Saguenay Qc Sept hommes, dont I'athléte Yvan Truchon, accusés en lien avec |a prostitution juvénile

Meeting with Courage for Freedom —July 29, 2020

On July 29, the co-chairs met virtually with the founder and board of Courage for Freedom to learn
about #ProjectMaplelLeaf.

The original Project OnRoute was Ontario’s first provincial human trafficking awareness campaign. The
campaign was organized by Courage for Freedom and belongs to minor aged victim survivors who
created media ads about the realities of human trafficking. These ads gained 2 million screen

impressions at the 20 ONroute locations in Ontario over a 30-day ™ ™
period. ‘\x

This project was developed without support from the federal or

provincial government, relying solely on community partners and .
volunteers across the province. #EradicateChallenge

In 2020, the campaign expanded across the nation and was re- COURAGE
branded as #ProjectMapleLeaf. = FREEDOM

Re-introduction of the Modern Slavery Act — October 29, 2020
APPG co-chairs announced in a press release the tabling of Bill S-216, the Modern Slavery Act, by

Senator Miville-Dechéne in the Senate. This crucial bill, formerly numbered S-211, was debated in the
Upper House in 2020 before dying on the Order paper when Parliament prorogued in August.




Launch of APPG Website and Twitter — October 2020

The new APPG website can be found at: https://endmodernslavery.ca/ A mirror French site is in the

works.

The APPG joined Twitter in October with two handles, one for tweets in

English and one for tweets in French.

Follow on Twitter
English: @EndSlaveryCA
French: @AbolirEsclavage

Letter to Justice Minister on MindGeek — November 25, 2020

On November 25, many members of the APPG co-signed a letter with representation across four parties
to the Minister of Justice asking why MindGeek/Pornhub continued to operate with impunity and profit
off content featuring child sexual assault, rape, and other harmful acts. This letter preceded the
December 4 New York Times expose on MindGeek by Nicolas Kristof and asked the Minister to review
Canadian laws. Minister Lametti replied on January 21, 2021 and indicated that Canada had a ‘robust

framework’.

MNovember 25, 2020 PARLIAMENT | PARLEMENT
CANADA

Hon. David Lametti, PC, MP

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Dear Minister,

On this International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, we want to follow up on our March
9, 2020 letter to the Prime Minister in which we called for action to protect women and youth, particularly those
who are victims of child sexual exploitation, sex trafficking, and sexual assault, from further exploitation online.

To this end, we highlighted Pornhub, which is owned by Montréal-based MindGeck, and the largest website in
the world producing, making available and distnbuting sexually explicit content, with 42 billion visits and 6.8
million videos uploaded per year.

Ower the past two years, MindGeek has received international attention due to the real exploitation of women
and minors featured in some of the content that they publish and sell on Pornhub and other subsidiary websites.
While MindGeck is not the only company that engages in these exploitative practices, it is by far the largest.

In 2019, the Sunday Times UK found “dozens™ of illegal videos of child sexual exploitation on Pornhub within
“minutes”. Some of the illegal content had been on the platform for more than three years.

Other journalists have highlighted additional examples of content featuring victims of child sexual exploitation,
sex trafficking, and sexual assault being published on Pomnhub. Most recently, Quebec journalist Martin
Patriquin published an expose on racist and exploitive content he found on MindGeek websites.

Further, many victims now are speaking out and sharing homific stories of their videos of child abuse, sexual
assault and sex trafficking being posted on Pomnhub and available to all for download. For some, their pleas to
have the videos removed are ignored by Pomhub for months or years. Even when the videos are removed, it
many cases it is enly hours or days before their exploitation is uploaded again. This is because MindGeek is not
required to venfy the age or consent of those portrayed in content that is uploaded to their websites.

In addition to publishing videos of child abuse, sexual assault and sex trafficking, Pornhub also publishes videos
that portray:

misogymistic and gendered-based violence

explicit racism and hate speech
minors

incest

voyeurism and intimate images
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2

Many of these examples are captured under existing Criminal Code provisions such as:

s162 Printing.

ete, of

5163 Obscene materials &

s163.1 Child Pornography

51621 Publication, etc., of an intimate image without consent

publication

However, to date, pot a single charge has ever been laid against MindGeek or any online company. This lack of
action by Canada’s justice system allows for MindGeek and similar companies 1o profit from exploitagion,

violence and racism with impunity.

I addition to the lack of enforcement, we remain equally cum:tmmj with the ambugmry in the law with respect

to the lack of consent to sexual activity in

| artitudes towards

minorities in sexually explicit material, particularly when it rises to the ]uq.l of]lan_ apeech.

We, the undersigned Senators and Members of Parliament, are appalled at the lack of enforcement by Canada’s
justice system and seek clarification on the following:

. Does the Criminal Code adequately prohibit the publishing and‘or selling of sexually explicit material
fraturing all forms of exploitation, voyearism and intimate insages, racism and portrayal of misogynistic

and gendered-based violence, minors, incest and non-consent.

2 Ifse, what is preventing the lack of enforcement?

3. Ifnot, would the Government of Canada introduce the necessary legislation to address these gaps?

We are committed 1o working with your government to protect women and youth and addressing this issue in a

timely manner.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this marter.

Sincerely,

Senator Julie Miville-Dechéne
Senator Linda Frum

Omtaria

John McKay, MP
Scarboraugh—Guildwood

Shannon Stubbs, MP
Lakeland

Rosemarie Falk, MP
Battlefords ~ Lloydminster

Jeremy Patzer, MP
Cypress Hills—Grasslands

Martin Shields, MP
Bow River

Senator Frunces Lankin
Ontario

Senator Dennis Patterson
MNumavut

Dr. Colin Currie, MP
Oshawa

James Bezan, MP
Selkirk ~ Interlake - Eastman

Cathay Wagantall, MP
Yorktan—Melville

Ted Falk. MP
Provencher

Elizabeth May, MP
Saanich—Gulf Islands

Arnold Viersen, MP
Peace River -~ Westlock

Rachael Harder, MP
Lethbridge

Glen Motz, MP
Medscine Hat ~ Cardston —~ Wammner

Jag Sahota, MP
Calgary Skyview
Gerald Saroka, MP
Yellowhead

Damien Kurek, MP
Battle River-Crowfoot



https://endmodernslavery.ca/

Virtual Human Trafficking Briefing — December 2, 2020

As part of the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery on December 2nd, the APPG to End Modern
Slavery and Human Trafficking was pleased to host a virtual briefing on modern day slavery in Canada
for Senators, MPs, and their staff. Presentations were provided by Canada’s Special Advisor to Combat
Human Trafficking, Shirley Cuillierrier and RCMP Cpl Jennifer Botham and followed by a Q&A session.
Over 80 Senators, MPs, and staff joined the virtual briefing.

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery - December 2, 2020

The APPG co-chairs created a bilingual awareness video to highlight the International Day for the
Abolition of Slavery and Bill S-216, the Modern Slavery Act.

APPG to End Modern Slavery @EndSlaveryCA - Dec 2, 2020

Today is International Day for Abolition of Slavery. We've teamed up across

I+ to ask you to join us to #EndSlaveryCanada
“info@endmodernslavery.ca

"\ Write to your MP/Senator about passing #ModernSlaveryAct

** Spread the word about #ModernSlavery & tag us

“? international Day for Abolition of Slavery

RE T ¢ &

Hon. John McKay, PC, MP

Full screen (f)

> o) 001/204 B £ Youlube L3
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Support for Victims of Pornhub — December 17, 2020

With the international coverage of the exploitation on MindGeek’s Pornhub site, co-chairs of the APPG
recognized that many Canadian survivors of Pornhub or similar sites may not be aware of the assistance
and resources available to them. As such, the co-chairs worked with NGOs to line up all forms of
assistance to both French and English speaking survivors and sent out a press release to highlight these

resources for survivors.

All-Party Parliamentary
Group to End Modem
Slavery and Human
Trafficking

Groupe parlementaire
muifipartite de lutie contre
lesclavage moderne et la
traite des personnes

APPG Co-Chairs Urge Canadian Victims of Pornhub
to Seek Legal Assistance and Supports

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 17, 2020

Over the past few years, victims of child sexual exploitation and sex have started
revealing their exploitation on Pornhub and the challenges they have faced in baving content
removed. Pambub, owned by Montréal-based MindGeek, is the largest website in the world
distributing sexually explicit content, with 42 billion visits and 6.8 million videos uploaded per
year.

The co-chairs of thk All- Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) to End Modem Slavery and Human
Trafficking recognize that Canadian survivors of Pombub or similar sites may not be aware of
the following assistance and resources availzble to them. The APPG would like to ensure that
anyone who may have been a victim to this horific form of exploitation has access to the help
they need to restors and rebuild their lives

*  Victims who are minors with content published on Pornhub of 2 similar website should
make 2 report to Cybertip.ca through www cvbertip cafapp/en/report

Survivors or victims of sex trafficking can make a report and be referred to local services
and law enforcement through the National Human Trafficking Hetline (1-833-900-1010)

For immediate help, Quebec victims can call the 24/7 Provincial Helpline for Victims of
Sexnal Assault: 1-383-933-5007 or 514-9532-8007 (Montreéal).

French speaking survivors: The Way Out (La Sortie) is 2 help and support canter for
~ictims of sexual exploitation in Quebec. This non-profit crgani affers
accompaniment services at all stages of the judicial process.

& For halp and support, call 514 $23-7255

Quotes:

“The woman and childven whe have videor of their child exploitation, raps and assault
uploaded to online sites, havs faced a virtually impozsible task srving to stand up to these
exploitive online smpirss. The voicss of swrvivors must no longer go unhesded. the actions of
MindGesk must no longer go unchecked. — MP Amold Viersen

“I ams outraged thar ths [fves af voung girls ars being shanered by the posting of sexually
exploitative videos on pornagraphic sites liks Pornhub, whick profit from this abuse. It is the
recponsibility of these sitas to filter the videos, io do more rurveillance, and te ensurs the
participants” consent.” - Senator Julie Miville-Dechéns

“This reprehensibls hehaviar by a larss Canadian compary has desoroved ths Iivss af many
wwomen and childven for the sols pwpose of prafie. The full force of the low muzt be applied
and any deficiencies in the law rectified. " — MP Joka McKay

“As the Bloc Qusbécois critic for the status of woman, I tabled a morion last Thursday at the
Standing Committas on ths Statuz of Womsn to demounce the distwbing problsms related to
the Pornhub website. This motion demounzes the cases of sxploitation. sexual violence
suffeved by womsen and the fovms of child pornography that are viewed and sxchanged with
mpunizy. The pandsmic has multiplied the numbse of hours spent on the Internst and we
need 10 be concarned abour what is going on — MP Andréanne Larouchs

“The voices of Survivor women and children of online sexual exploftation must be heard and
amplified. Companiss liks MindGesk cannot and should not be wrusted to regulats
themssives. MindGesk and all pormosraphy companies on all af their plaforms nsed 1o bs
held to account for the rauma and havm done to theza women and child vietims -
Glendyne Gerrard, Defend Dignity

The APPG co-chairs have also been working with Canadian not-for-profits that assist victims of

Pornhub and related sites. Survivors can seek potential legal assistance through the following
organizations:

* English speaking survivors: Defend Dienitv works to end all forme of sexual axploitation
in Canada. This not-for-profit organization werks on behalf of survivors of sexual
exploitation across Canada, providing and connecting to resources.
© Access legal assistance through defenddienity ca/claimants

Safer Internet Day — February 9, 2021

On February 9, the APPG released a statement to mark
Safer Internet Day and highlight the recent House of
Commons Ethics Committee meetings on MindGeek. The
statement:

e commends the Ethics Committee for its work to
expose online exploitation by corporations and
urges it to continue to hear from survivors and
advocates;

e calls on fellow Parliamentarians, advocacy groups,
and Canadians to support measures that will halt
the proliferation and monetization of this material;
and

e urges victims who are minors with content
published on Pornhub or a similar website to make
a report to Cybertip.ca through
www.cybertip.ca/app/en/report
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APPG Statement on Safer Internet Day

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 9, 2021

Last week, the House of Commeon's Ethics Committee heard disturbing details about the

presence of child y and sexual abuse on popular pormography websites
like Pornhub that have offices in Canada. According to the Canadian Centre for Child Protection,
everyday millions of images of victimized children and sexually exploited people circulate frecly
and are monetized by these websites with little or no accountability

This should be unacceptable to every Canadian and every situation involving minors or sexually
exploited persons should be soundly condemned.

Today is Safer Internet Day 2021, #SID2021, and the All-Party Parliamentary Group to
End Modem Slavery and Human Trafficking (APPG).

commends the Ethics Committee for its work to expose online exploitation by
corporations and urges it to continuc to hear from survivors and advocates;

calls on fellow Parliamentarians, advocacy groups, and Canadians to support measurcs
that will halt the proliferation and monetization of this material; and

urges victims who are minors with content published on Pornhub or a similar website to
make a report to Cybertip.ca through www ’
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National Human Trafficking Awareness Day — February 22, 2021

For three years the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) to End Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
has tabled motions urging Parliament to recognize February 22 as National Human Trafficking
Awareness Day. This date commemorates February 22, 2007 when the House of Commons unanimously
condemned human trafficking.

This year there were motions on the Order Paper to recognize February 22 as National Human
Trafficking Awareness Day tabled by APPG co-chairs MP Arnold Viersen (CPC) and MP John McKay (LPC),
and APPG member MP Heather McPherson (NDP) and jointly seconded by Co-chair MP Andréanne
Larouche (BQ).

The APPG called on all Members of Parliament to support motions in the House to recognize February
22, 2021 as Canada’s first National Human Trafficking Awareness Day.

On February 15, the House of Commons adopted a motion from the Standing Committee on Status of
Women that recognized February 22 as National Human Trafficking Awareness Day.

All-Party Parliamentary Groupe parlementaire
Group to End Modemn multipartite de lutte contre
Slavery and Human l'esclavage modemeet la
Trafficking traite des personnes

Parliament Officially Adopts National Human Trafficking Awareness Day

The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) to End Modern Day Slavery & Human Trafficking is
pleased to announce that through its persistent work Parliament has adopted February 22 as
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day by a unanimous vote on February 16, 2021.

Human Trafficking is a growing crime across the country. Despite its devastating impact on
some of Canada’s most vulnerable people, human trafficking remains very much below the
public radar.

The APPG recognizes that a critical step in the fight against modern slavery is to increase public
awareness, Whether by means of forced labour or sex trafficking, the scourge of human
trafficking exists across our country and internationally. A national awareness day will help
equip Canadians to identify trafficking and end it in their communities.

We have enclosed with this letter shareable content that Canadians can use to promote
awareness of this crime as well as services available to help victims.

Julie Miville-Dechéne Arnold Viersen Hon. John McKay Andréanne Larouche
Senator Member of Parliament Memberof Parliament  Memberof Parliament
Co-Char Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair

“I actually cried because of what this means to validate a victim-
survivor experience, what families have gone through, to say Canada
cares was the most important message | took away.”

Kelly Franklin, a survivor and founder of Courage for Freedom
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Letter to Minister for Women & Gender Equality — February 22, 2021

On February 22, the APPG co-chairs sent a letter to the Minister for Women and Gender Equality
regarding the testimony of MindGeek’s executives as well as survivors. The co-chairs highlighted the
links between the viewing of pornography by young people and growing violence against women. The
letter noted these issues were at the heart of the Minister’s mandate and urges her to speak out
publicly on this feminist issue.

All-Party Parliamentary
Group to End Modern
Slavery and Human
Trafficking

Groupe parlementaire
multipartite de lutte contre
l'esclavage moderne et la
traite des personnes

February 22, 2021

The Honourable Maryam Monsef, P.C., M.P.

Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Minister of Rural Economic Development
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0AS

Dear Minister:

On this inaugural National Human Trafficking Awareness Day, as co-chairs of the All-Party
Parliamentary Group (APG) to End Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking, we would like to comment
on the testimony of Mindgeek's excentives before the House of Commans Standing Commirtee on
Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics (ETHI) on February 5, 2021

We were shacked by the lack of transparency and evasiveness of Feras Antoon and David
Tassillo, as well as the impunity they appear to enjoy in the face of documented cases of sexual
exploitation of underage girls on their flagship website, Pornhub. For example. they would not confirm
whether they had referred cases of illegal distribution of underage sex trafficking videos to the Royal
Canadian Mounicd Police or other police forces, as required by An Act respecting the mandaiory
reparting of Internet child pormography by persons who provide an Interner service.

We fieel cenain that the testimony heard during these hearings is of concemn to you as the Minister
for Women and Gender Equality. The tragic story of Serena Fleites, who bravely testified before
Mcmbers of Parliament about her unsuccessful cfforts to remove from Pormhub a video in which she was

»  Studies show that repeated use of | phy by teens rei gender vpes and
perpetuates sexist beliefs and the objectification of women.!

»  Frequent exposure to pornography may increase the likelihood of perceiving women as sexual
objects, reduced to body parts, whose purpose is to satisfy men's desires.”

»  Exposure to violent pornography may increase the likelihood, particularly for boys, of dating
wviolence and sexual aggression.’

These links arc troubling in a socicty where violence against women is already a serious systemic
issuc. A Scnatc bill on youth exposure to pornography, $-203, is currently before the Senate, but it is only
part of the solution.

These issues are at the heant of your mandate as Minister for Women and Gender Equality. You speak
passionately about them. Given that Mindgeck, Pornhub’s head office, is located in Canada, specifically
in Monireal, the All-Party Parliamentary Group to End Modem Slavery and Human Trafficking urges you
to speak out publicly on this extremely worrisome feminist issue.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this issue

Sincercly,

Julie Miville-Dechéne Arnold Viersen The Hon. John McKay  Andréanne Larouche

Senator MP MP
Co-chair Co-chair Co-chair Co-chair
a The Right Honoursble Justin Tradeau, Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Prepanedness
The Honourable Diavid Lametti, Minister of Justice and Attomey General of Canada
The Honourable Steven Guilbesult, Minister of Canadian Heritage

Encl:  Mlarch 9, 3030 Leuer o the Prime Miniser
November 25, 21} Letter to the Minister of Justice
Examples of “approved™ videos and categaries on Pornhib
Martin Patriquin, Mindtieek Montreal’s Arswer ta Neylir, published in The Logic, Ociober 19 2020 and The Financial
Post, Octoher 21, 2020
Nicholas Kristof, The Children af Fornib, The New York Times, December 4, 2020

naked, taken at the age of 13, is not an exception nor an unfortunate incident. Rather, it is the result of the
business model of pomographic platforms — of which there are more than 4.5 million worldwide — that
allow users to uplead pornographic videos without any prior verification of the consent of the women
identifiable in these images. In addition, search engine optimization ensures that the search for scenes of
sexual exploitation of minors is driven by keywords that promote 14-year-old girls on Pornhub.

The online por industry s a legal industry, but the videos found there are increasingly violent
and degrading to girls and women in submissive positions.

. A, & Latham, . (2017) The effects of pornography oa children and yousg people - An evidence scan
e of Family S w aph gov o/ Porliarmeniary Business Commiliees House'Social Policy and

fiex. hilp:
s Repoet

Mindgeck executives argued before the ETHI committee that Pornhub attracts 12.5% of e
Canadians cvery day, more than 4 million of them. Without a system to verify users” age, children and
teens also view these videos aimed at those over 18. What is the impact of the growing presence of sites
like Pornhub in the lives of Canadians?

i, 53

Daring Vielanes in Grade 10 High School Stugentr. Archives of Sexual Behavior,
3. 1435-4

Here's what we know about the viewing of pornography by young people

Briefing from CCEHT on Human Trafficking Corridors — March 4, 2021

In March, the APPG co-chairs had a virtual briefing from The Canadian Centre to End Human Trafficking
about their new report on transportation corridors in Canada used to exploit and control their victims.

Human Trafficking Corridors in Canada, is a first-ever study of human
trafficking transportation corridors in the country, notes that human

country to maximize profit within commercial sex markets and to avoid n .

traffickers benefit from primary transportation routes across the
being caught by law enforcement and potentially imprisoned. These
routes — identified by law enforcement, frontline service delivery
agencies and the media — also allow human traffickers to exert control
over victims and ensure that the victim has limited opportunities for
escaping or evading their trafficker.

Canadian Centre to
End Human Trafficking.

Le centre canadien pour mettre
fin a la traite des personnes.
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https://www.canadiancentretoendhumantrafficking.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Human-Trafficking-Corridors-in-Canada-Report.pdf

Introduction of Bill S-228 — March 16, 2021

On March 16, APPG member Senator Salma Ataullahjan introduced a Senate Public Bill in the Senate of
Canada taking action against perpetrators of human trafficking, in collaboration with APPG member MP
Colin Carrie and APPG co-chair Arnold Viersen (Member of Parliament - Peace River-Westlock).

The proposed legislation, Bill S-228, advances a revision to the Criminal Code of Canada that amends the
definition of human exploitation to no longer include a requirement to prove a victim’s personal fear for
safety. The proposed amendment provides a simplified definition that offers victims and Crown
prosecutors a better chance at achieving justice and fighting back against modern-day slavery.

Letter to the RCMP Commissioner — March 25, 2021

On March 25, the four APPG co-chairs and over 70 Senators and Members of Parliament from all eight
political parties and groups sent a letter to RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki to support the 104
survivors and 525 NGOs calling for a full investigation into MindGeek and online exploitation. The RCMP
Commissioner provided a comprehensive response to this letter on April 13, 2021 and indicated an

investigation was under review.

g

"

[

March 15, 2021 FARLIAMENT | PamLesen
CANADA

Brenda Lucki, Commissioner
Royal Mounted Police of Canada
RCMP National Headquarters
73 Leikin Drive

Ottawa ON K1A OR2

Dear Commissioner,

We join the voices of over 100 survivors of sexual exploitation alang with hundreds of non-governn
organizations to call for a full criminal investigation into MindGeek and its subsidiarics.

Over the past month, the Standing Commitiee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics has hea
cvidence from survivors and child protection agencies that MindGeek has regularly made available
featuring child scxual abuse, sexual assault, and sex trafficking.

Even more alarming, we have heard evidence that MindGeek continues to make available material {
child sexual abuse material and non-consensual acts as one survivor testified to the Ethics Committe
February 19, 2021: “Thanks to Pornhub, today is day 1,292 that I have been naked on these porn si

Canada has strong laws to combat this type of homific exploitation such as Criminal Code scctions
and an Act Respecting the Mandatory Reporting of Internct Child Pomography by Persans Whe Pre
Internet Service. However, these laws can only protect vulnerable individuals through robust investi
application by law enforcement.

In the case of mandatory reporting, survivors, lawyers, and child protection agencies like the Canadi
for Child Protection and the U.S. National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) have
that MindGeek failed to comply and report to Canadian law enforcement between 2011 and 2020

With numerous documented cases of child sexual abuse material published by MindGeek websites s

back years, we were shocked to learn during the RCMP*s testimony on February 22, 2021 at the Eth
Committee that the RCMP had zero outstanding investigations regarding MindGeck.

It is absolutely unacceptable that a Canadian company continucs to operate in Canada with sceming
our laws. We expect Canada’s Royal Mounted Police to fulfil its mandate of combatting online chik
abusc through proactive multi-jurisdictional investigations into cvery Canadian entity that contraver
Thank you for your immediate attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely

Julie Miville-Dechiéne, Senator
OQuébec

Hon. John Mckay, MP
Scarborough-Guildwood

Arnold Viersen, MP
Peace River - Westlock

Andréanne Larouche, MP
Shefford

TT—

Hon. Judy A. Sgro, MP
Humber River-Black Creek

Peter M. Boehm, Senator
Ontario

Karen Vecchio MP
El "

Tom Lukiwski, MP
Moose Jaw—Lake Centre—Lanigan

Salma Ataullahjan, Senator
(Toronte)

Gerald Soraka, MP
Yellowhead

Hon. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay, MP
South Surrey-White Rock

Ted Falk, MP
Provencher

Lucie Moncion, Senator
Ontario

Michael Kram, MP
Regina—Wascana

Philip Lawrence, MP
Northumbertand-—-Peterborough South

Dr. Colin Carrie, MP
Glen Moz, MP
Medicine Hat-Cardston-Warser

Rachael Harder, MP
Lethbridge

Dan Mazier, MP
Dauphin—Swan River—Necpawa

Shannon Stubbs, MP
akeland

Damien C. Kurek, MP

Bantle River—Crowfoot

Cathay Wagantall, MP
Yorkion—Melville

Martin Shields, MP

Bow River

Alexandre Boulerice, MP
Rosemont-La Petite-Patric

Rosemarie Falk, MP
Batilefords—Lloydminster

Kelly Bloek, M
Carlton Trail

Sandra Lovelace Nicholas, Sen
New Brunswick

Pierre-Hugues Baisvenn, Senal
Quebec (L Salle)

Warren Steinkey, MP
Regina Leovan

Mel Arnold, MP
North Okanagan — Shuswap

wzer, MP
lls—Grasslands

Elizabeth May, MP
Saanich—Gulf Islands

Leo Housakos, Senator
Quebee (Wellingion)

Wanda Thomas Bernard, Sens
Nova Scatia {East Preston)

Ryan Turnbull, MP
Whithy

Stephianie Kusie, MP
Calgary Midnapore

Ruob Morrison, MP
Kootenay — Columbia

John Williamson, MP
New Brunswick Southwest

Tako van Popta, MP

Langley-Aldergrove

Kim Pate, Senator
Ontario

Jennifer 0 Connell, MP

Pickering—Uxbridge

David Sweet, MP
Flamborough-Glanbrook

Richard Eragdon, MP

Tabigue-

~Mactaquac

Sandra Lovelace Nicholas, Senator
New Brunswick

Scont Tannas, Senator

Alberta

Rhéal Fortin, MP
Riviére-du-Nord

Yonah Martin, Senator

British Columbia

Martin Champoux, MP
Drummond

Chris d"Entremont, MPF

West Nova

Marie-Héléne Gaudrean, MP
Laurentides—Labelle

Don Plett, Senator

Manitoba (Landmark)

Kristina Michand, MP
Avignon—La Mitis—Matanc—Matapidia

Howard Wetston, Senator

Ontario

Tony Loffreda, Semator
Quebec (Shawinegan)

Tamara Jansen, MP

Cloverdale — Langley City

AJasraj Singh Hallan, MP
Calgary Forest Lawn

Dan Christmas, Senator

Nova Scotia

Garnett Genuls, MP
Sherwoed Park—Fort Saskatchewan

Lenore Zann, MP

Cumberland Colchester

Greg MeLean, MP
Calgary Centre

Heather McPherson, MP

Edmonton Strathcona

Linda Frum, Senator
Omario

Nelly Shin, MP

Port Moody-Codquitlam, Anmore & Belcarra

Sameer Zuberi, MP
Picrrefoads-Dollard

Brad Redekopp, MP

Saskatoon West

Brenda Shanahan, MP
Chiteauguay-Lacolle

Picrre Paul-Hus, MP
Charlesbourg —Haute-Saint-Charles

Ce:

Encl:

Stephen White, Deputy Commissioner, Specialized Pelicing Services
The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

The Honcurable Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety and
The Honourable David L Misister of Justice and Atioe

Preparedncss
General of Canada

The Honcurable Maryam Monsef, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Rural Econemic Development

The Honoursble Steven Guilbesult, Minister of Canadian Heritage

Letter to the Standing Commires on Access 10 Information, Frivacy and Ethics from susvivors and NGOS

T

Modern Slavery Act Moves to Senate Committee — March 30, 2021

One more step towards the imposition of supply chain reporting obligations in Canada was taken on
March 30, 2021 when the Modern Slavery Act was referred to the Standing Senate Committee on

Banking, Trade and Commerce for further study.

15



Ongoing Activities with the International Justice and Human Rights Clinic

In 2020-2021, the International Justice and Human Rights Clinic was engaged with a range of
activities to support the APPG’s mandate. The team conducted legal research and drafted legal
memoranda to support proposed laws addressing modern slavery. Related to labour
trafficking, the team drafted a legal memo on Bill S-216, the Modern Slavery Act, and advocated
for strengthening the Bill using a range of methods, including legal briefs, meetings with
legislators, discussions with civil society leaders, submission of op-eds, and creation of materials
for the Clinic’s website and social media platforms. The Clinic also continued to monitor related
legislation throughout the world, finding the European Union’s proposed corporate due
diligence legislation the most promising recent development.

The Clinic also published two relevant research reports. The first report, Follow the Money: the
Role of Financial Institutions in Canada’s Fight Against Human Trafficking, explores the link
between human trafficking and money laundering, and identifies ways in which anti-money
laundering (AML) regimes can help detect human trafficking in Canada, provide evidence for
prosecutions, and disgorge illegal profits from traffickers to help trafficking victims rebuild their
lives. The report recommends a series of policy changes for Canadian banks and policymakers
to better leverage Canada’s AML regime to combat human trafficking.

The second report, Empowering the CORE: Requirements for an Effective Canadian
Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise, discusses ways to transform the CORE into an
effective investigative mechanism to enable Canada to comply with its international human
rights obligations related to business. It concludes the CORE would be better equipped to meet
its stated mandate to “promote the implementation” of international business and human
rights standards if the office had greater independence from government, powers of
investigation, such as the ability to compel information and testimony, and the express power
to grant a wider array of remedies than those outlined in the current Order in Council. The
report also considers various forms of remedies the CORE could offer, including prescriptive
action, ongoing monitoring, specifically tailored remedies, community compensation, and
removal of government support.

The Clinic team also provided a memo on laws regulating distributors (i.e., internet platforms)
of online pornography in response to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Access to
Information, Privacy and Ethics to prevent child pornography and other non-consensual sexual
material from being uploaded and distributed online. Finally, the team reviewed and updated
the APPG website.
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https://allard.ubc.ca/community-clinics/international-justice-and-human-rights-clinic/publications
https://allard.ubc.ca/community-clinics/international-justice-and-human-rights-clinic/publications
https://allard.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-02/Empowering-the-CORE-FINAL.pdf
https://allard.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-02/Empowering-the-CORE-FINAL.pdf

